
Cycling Club introduced with improvements to Ciociaro Track 

The re-opening of the cycling track at the Ciociaro Club, located on North Talbot Road in 

Tecumseh, was marked on Saturday, October 24, 2009 with over 100 cyclists in 

attendance, also celebrating the formation of the Ciociaro Cycling Club. 

The Ciociaro Cycling Club (CCC) has been formed to manage racing and other cycling 

events at the club’s repaired and improved track. 

CCC president, Pete DiPonio, his board of elected representatives (Rob Vani, Gord Way, 

Tom Bonin, Paolo Eugeni, Dylan Lanspeary, and Norbert Poggio), worked diligently with 

Ciociaro Club President, Frank Maceroni, and its board of directors, to recently repair 

and officially re-open the Ciociaro Track – a structure that had laid dormant for the last 

two years due to safety concerns. 

Now, thanks to the work of this term, and the financial support of the Ciociaro Club, the 

track can once again be enjoyed by the public for a multitude of sport and leisure 

activities.  The end result is what Tecumseh Mayor, Gary McNamara, calls “a jewel in 

our own community.” 

McNamara, who in attendance, agreed the timing of this initiative couldn’t be better, 

having just finished a survey in the Town of Tecumseh that echoed the sentiments of 

the newly formed CCC loud and clear.  “Our residents listed recreation – biking, hiking, 

and walking as No. 1 on their list.  The Ciociaro Club have marvelous facilities, and the 

ideas discussed today complement exactly what we are trying to do in our community.” 

The re – opening of the track will allow the return of a local race series, in addition to 

possible youth development events, cycling safely and bike fit seminars, and more. 



 

Marking the re – opening of the Ciociaro Club’s improved track and formation of the Ciociaro Cycling Club 

(CCC) were cyclists and local triathletes from various groups, such as East Side Riders, Maximum Edge, 

Maple Leaf Cycling Club, Ciclosport, Loaring LPC, and the Normandy Road Riders.  This is the first time a 

club has been formed to harness the local energy and effort in the sport of cycling.  CCC President Pete 

DiPonio is second from right. 

Windsor and Essex County have plenty to boast about for the cycling enthusiast: A 

longer season than most areas in Ontario; plenty of parks; green spaces, trails and even 

some friendly thoroughfares where motorists don’t mind sharing the road. 

What’s been missing until now is a group that will harness activities for area cycling 

enthusiasts of all skill levels.  This new club effort, on such a wide and comprehensive 

scale, will give members the opportunity to provide feedback, and be represented by a 

group with their interests in mind.  The return of the track coincides well with a recent 

explosion of cycling interest, aided by media attention to world – class and national 

standouts, such as Essex County’s Daniele DeFranceschi and Paolo Eugeni. 

Still, local youth and women’s participation levels in the sport remain low, which is one 

area the CCC wants to see change in the near future.  And a bright future it looks to be. 



The re – opening of the track will allow the return of a local race series, in addition to 

possible youth development events, cycling safely and bike fit seminars, and more.  All 

this, DiPonio and Maceroni agree, while still allowing for walkers, runners, and local 

soccer and baseball teams to continue to use the track and nearby facilities in harmony 

with one another. 

Ciociaro Club President, Frank Maceroni stated “We at the Ciociaro Club are please to 

continue to provide this service through our newly created Cycling Club.  It is our hope 

that the community will enjoy this wonderful cycling, running, and walking facility as it 

has for the past 25 years.  In doing so we hope to positively contribute to the general 

wellbeing of the citizens of this entire region”. 

For cycling club information contact Pete DiPonio at 519-980-1500. 

            - With file from Charlotte Loaring 

 

Ciociaro Club President (Frank Maceroni) far left, and some of the Ciociaro Club board members/track 

supports who celebrated the opening of their recently repaired track, as well as the founding of Ciociaro 

Cycling Club. 


